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Nannii youbei: Gender Role Indoctrination in Later Imperial China as
Seen from Popular Primers Written in Verse ~

Clara Wing-chnmg Ho
INTRODUCTION

[n imperial China, fraditional ethics and social walue judgments often highlighted the distinction
between the different roles of the two genders. Boys and girls were not only trained to behave differently,
but also to set different goals for their lives. Among various sources of gender role indoctrination, primers,
though largely neglected by previous scholars, had proven to be very significant and worth studying as far
as primary education is concerned.

As used in this paper, "primers" refer to reading materials exclusively designed for children. It is not
equivalent to the Chinese concept of mengrueZZEE or memgshuZE®. The concept of the latter can be
understood through lists of publications categorized under memgrne or mengshn in various bibliographies.'
Apart from primers, mengxue may include guide-books for parents and teachers.”

The time-frame of this paper is restricted to the later imperial period, which precisely means from
Song through Qing Dynasties (960-1912).° Although Chinese primers had a much longer history, it was

" This artscle is part of the results of my funded peoject “Gender Role Indoctrination: Evidences from Traditional Chinese Primers.” The

methor gratefislly ackeowledges the financial suppost of the Hong Komg Baptist University Faculty Research Granl

For example, see Fhang Fhigong HED, “Mengwve shumu FEBFE" in his Chwantong janven jiamar jizacar lun — ji mengTuE
shuve fie shuping MEBELAFTHHE—FESSEFIES (Shanghai: Shanghai jisoyu chubanshe, 1962), pp. 193-288, This is a
revised version of Zhamg’s carfier wark, Chugmiong punen jiaoyw chuter SUSTESC S FHE (Shanghai: Shanghai jiaoya chebanshe,
1962).  Amoeher edition of this woek was published under the title Chuansang ynven figoewe yawjiie BUEFES S, included in Zhamg
Zhigong wenil SRELAE (Guangzhou: Guangdomg faoyu chubanshe, 1991) wol. 4. All three editions of Zhang’s work camy a
bibliography of traditional woeks i the field of memgrue. See also "Zhonggwo chuastong mengrue unzhu muude DEMESEEEES -
conteined m Xu Zi FFF and Wang Xoemei EZ8ieds. ), Memgrue yoow S8 (hercalter WETY; Taiyuan: Shanxi jiaoyu chubanshe,
LF9L), pp-LI9-338; "Zhigian chmanben mengyoe shume 1 BFFXFELEE" in Han Niduo$Z3EScd ), Zhomghar memgrue fickeng tEE
£4ER% (Shenyang: Lisoning jiaove chubanshe, 1993, pp 2084-2098,

For example, Zhang Zhigong has highlighted the contribution of a goup of educators who developed the system of elementary education
and peoduced a mumber of works on the meshod of seaching children. Sez Chwariiong jaewen jigowu fisocai b, p 1l Yo AiminfE 2 5
purposely employed the term mengrue sheewe EFEE to refer (o tose guide-book for parents and teachers caldy. For primers, Yan used
the term memgyiu dhnvy SEEERFY. See his Zhomgguo gudai de jigiiao PEILATES (Beging: Shangwu yinshuguan guoji youxiang
gomesi, 1997), pp. 132-133

The term ““lager imperial China" is adopted from a master-level course entitled “Hotspots in Later kmperial Chimese Histary™ taught by
Lynn A Struve at the Indiana University in the Spring Semester of 1995 Using the same title, Profiessor Struve delivered a public lecture at
the Hong Kong Baptist University om December 4, 1995, A sammary of her lecture can be found in the followisg report: Lynn Struve
(lectared), Ou Dhijize { Au Chi-kin | EEZ re-arranged). “Fin shinian (1985-19%5) lai xifang vanjas Songdai zhi Qingdai lishi de jige
remen keti SEHSERF SRR RNEFLECHRERIEE" Medern Chinese History Society of Hong Kong Bulletin (Niangzane
Zhonggua jindai shi xuchu huskan), no. 8 (December 1994), pp. 8996, According to a ketter from Prafiessor Struve in response to my query,
# has bezn common among Morth Amencas scholars to refer to Song-through-ling as later imperial China ever simoe the 1960, amound the
same time when they were st introduced to the “Kyoto-school™ ideas regarding the modernity or early modernity of China beginning with
tiwe Song penied, compared Lo the “medicval™ nature of Tang and earlier, However, according to Professor Stnuve, it seems that these terms of
reference have mot been the sebgects of any published debates. University taught sebjects using the comcept of “later imperial China™ may
include the period from Yuan to Qing {for example, see hitpclfcampus northgark eduhistoryWeb Chron/ChinaL aterlngC hina Chron_ himl)
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repeatedly pointed out that Song was a turning point. Primers published before the Song Dynasty had
different “fates”. While individual work like Qianzi wen T30 continued to exert its influences in the
later imperial period, some were no longer extant. A number of them, especially those popular at the
Dunhuang area in the Tang Dynasty, gradually lost themselves in the mainland but were circulated to other
countries and were discovered once again among the Dunhuang manuscripts in the early twentieth century.*
As far as the content was concemed, primers published before the Song were mainly on general knowledge,
while more and more primers specified in certain areas appeared in or after the Song period. Scholars
remarked that primers were quite well developed in the Soag, there were only further supplement, but no
basic changes, in the styles and contents of primers published beyond the Song”® Of course, primers
appeared before the Song but continued to serve a large group of readers in the later imperial period, as the
Qianziwen, will also be cited in this paper.

Primers are chosen to examine gender-robe indoctrination because of their relatively wide readership. It
has been pointed out that popular literacy did exist in late imperial China apart from higher level literacy.”
Moreover, there were a number of ancient records about the popularity of seme famous primers. For
example, Lu YouFEf# 1125-1210) has recorded the use of primers like ZazifEFE and Baijia xing A 2 4% in
the so-called * winter school™{ dongxwe), where farmers usually send their sons to attend afier harvest time.”
Zhao Rusuifii#rE2(1171-1245) also reported the reading of Qianziwen and MengginsZ K among children
in one of his poems.® In Qiao Ji'sE e (12807-1345) Li Taibai pipei jingian jiZ=# 0 AL 250, a child
Wang ZhengF-TF was said to have read Baijia xing thoroughly at the age of nine sui and could recite the
whole work even in a reverse way. Another boy Ma QiuE 3 confessed that he could not recite the book
Menggiu in full even at the age of fourteen sui.” While discussing the methods of teaching children, L&
Kun = 585 1536-1618) instructed that those under eight sui should be given the chance to leam Sanzi fing—

FEL, Baifia xing, and Qiansi wen."” In an account of education and schooling in the Ming period, Quan
Zuwang EFHS(1705-1755) also pointed out the frequent adoption of Baifia xing and Qianzi wen in the
glementary schools at the provincial level."" Besides the primers already mentioned, we can also discover
records of the popularity of other primers such as Shentong shifEESF, Qianjia shiT F=F, and so 0n.” It
should be pointed out that the reading of primers among common people was largely for practical reason.
The common people sent young children to study (usually for a short period only) with the aim that they
could leam some characters for daily use.'® The most representative primers, Sanzi_fing, Bajjia xing, and
Qianziwen, collectively known as San Bai Qian=F T, served the practical purpose quite well because
they contained a set of frequently used characters basically sufficient for daily use among common
people."* Sanczi jing was especially popular, even the missionaries of the 19th century noticed that it was
“used in all the provinces of China Proper,” and was “generally the first work which is (was) put into the
hands of children when they begin (began) to learn to read.”" Furthermore, there were some primers
specially designed to cater for the need of certain readers. Typical examples are Zhuangmong rivong zaziit
EHE#T, aiming at peasant readers, Tianjin dili maimai zaziF iR EH EEET aiming at readers of
the Tianjin merchant families, Sharuci zazi bidwl LFE3E4438, with residents of Shanxi in mind."

aor from Song o Qing {for example, see hitpufwoww history. ubc calshin/ieaching 311

4 See Lei Qiaoyun S{E. Dwanhuang ertong werue FHEF M2 (Taibei: Taiwan vacsheng shiju, 1985); Sa Hua FEE. “Dunhuzng
shiku de limmgzhong ertong dewu SHEERSSAESESNN. Guoyw ribeo EaSE 5, July 12, 1981 and July 19, 1981, p. 3; Wang
Fangzhou T35, “Dunbmang de tongmeng duwu BTSSRI, Wenshi shishi 505 2%, 1983, no. § (August 1988), pp. 104-107;
Lin Longsheng FH1255, “Duniuang tongmeng duwu fenlei chutan i@ SN IR, Dongwu wenshi xeboo TR LT, mo.
2 (May 1990), pp. 191-204; Zheng Acai EERTET, “Duaniusang mengshu shilun m%%ﬂ im Dier jie Duwhooang xae gaaofT pavitae ki
lumrer ji 5 SN SSEPEF S @& (Taibei: Hanxue yanji zhomgxim, 1991}, pp. 201-233; Yan Tisgliang SRESE, Duniuang
wercme gaifor SIESTREES (Gansu: Gansu renmin chobanshe, 1993), pp. 535-343.

% See Fhang Thipong, Chuawiong ywwen ooy fiaocar fun, p0; Mizo ChundessEiEied ), Somgday paopcFLEH (Kaifeng: Heman

damue chubanshe, 1992), p. 135; Xiong ChengdiSE5HE, Zhomgguo gudar Tuevioa fancm pani B & SR R Beging: Renmin
jiaoya chubanshe, 1996, pp. 204-207.

® Ewvelyn Sakskida Rawski, Edwcarion and Popwlar Literacy in Ch'ing Chima (Anm Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 1979).

7 See La You's note of his poem ““Qiuri jaioju,’” in Qizn Zhoaglian$${H% (mnotated), JSiannan shigao fisochmS{FFFREIHE (Shanghai:
Shanghai gwji chubanshe, 1985), wol.4, juzn 25, p. 1783,

" Fhao Rusui, Vegn shigae SEIFE (contained im Wesynan ge sty quanshe, Taibei Taiwan shangou yinshuguan, 1584), jmm 3, “
nm;]'ii." pp2b-3a

* Qiao Ji, Li Taibai pipei fingion ji (conained in Jfimywan saiu erbion: 881 — 8 Taibei: Shigie shuju, 1962-63), disaczhe, p.14a.

¥ Li Kun, Shexue poolicft TEEL (contained in WETY), p33.

U (juan Fuwang, *“Mingchu xuexian gosg shivi jiSHFEEEEUEE " o his Jieg sng i woibion B2 0B (5B congiarw
edision), jwan 22, p3a

I See fior example, Pu Songling FEREES{1630-17135), Ripowg saziH FEEF(contained in Py Somgling /7SFE5EE. Shanghai: zhonghua shup,
1962 “zixn,” p.733; Yu Zhiis(1B09-1874), Deyi wfB—EE (photocopy of 1369 Dejian zai edition; Taibei: Huawen shuju gufieng
youxiam gongsi, 1969), jmar 10, “Bizniong xiacose yishy zhangcheng 858 ERBERE"" “Nunneng jishiFIEiCH.” pTI9.

B Sce pote 7 and Lim YushergB(BS, Shisai tang oyt @i 818 (Beijmg: Zhonghua shuju, 1960), “Qingdai zhi keju.™ p. 2. For
discussions on those elementary schools in the later imperial period, see Pei-yi Wu, *“Education of Children in the Sung.™ in William
Theodore de Bary and John W, Chaffee (eds ). Meo-Comfucian Edwcarnion: The Formarive Stoge (Berkeley, Los Angebes and Londom:
University of California Press, 1989}, pp. 307-324; Anghka Ki Che Leung. “Flementary Edacation in the Lower Yangtze Region i the
Seventeenth and Fighteenth Cenfurics.”” in Benjamin A. Flman and Alexander Woodside (eds. ). Eduoavion amd Saciety in Late fmperial
Ching [600-%00 {Berkeley, Los Angeles, and Londonc University of Califormia Press, 1994), pp. 3814160 Alexamder Woodside and
Benjamin 4 Flman, “The Expansicn of Edecation in Ch'ing China,™ ibidl, pp. 525-360; Aleander Woodside, ““Some Mid-(ling
Theorists of Popular Schools: Their Ennovaticas, Inhibitions, and Astitudes toward the Poce,” Modern Chéra, wol. 9, no. | (Jansary 1983),
P 3-35.

¥ Sec Guan DS, Li Chenping®EE, “Shidai chunsong Sow Bei Jim—yangmeng jisccail HfLRE="5F—8%SH,” in thear
Xiamgru changsang—jiacyu shishi ya fiocy jnEEESE—HES HEHERE (Changchun: filin jaoyu chubanske, 1995), pp.87T-50.

15 “Santsze King, or Trimetrical Classic,” The Chinese Reporitary, wol.4, no.3 (Jaly 1333), p.107.

¥ For a list of such types of primers, see Lai Nemcia 6358, “Zazi xilic shumuiBEEFEEE,™ in his (ed.), Zaci [Zhanghur paoue wenky
chEE &= Tianjin: Mankai daxue chubanshe, 1995). pp.311-314. There were also a certain quantity of primers designed for chdldren
whoss familiss were engaged in different types of business, There wene primers fior fishermen, which introduced names of various fypes of
fishes. There were primers for hawkers, wiich equipped them with the secessary knowledge of the prodscts they sobd. A rich collection of
such items s housed at the Shatin Central Library of Hong Kong under the title Weng ShichaoS5H57(1874-1944) Collectsom. For a
description of the collection, see Wang Exmin [ Wang Erbh-min | E55! and Wu Lun Nixia [ Alice N. H. Lun-Ng | 2RTEE. “Rume
shisa bvsa ji gi duiyu misjian femgiian zhi jinu--Xiangsang chushi Weng shichao shengping shoomg @SR EHNR EREICRESE
—ERETEAEETET" in Wang Frmin, Ming Jing shehui wenbue shengtaBBFEFE L5 (Taibei: Taiwan shangwu
yinshuguan, 19971, pp.37-T0. Sex also pp 144-153 of Wang"s book.
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All these primers, especially the more famous ones, were widely read and known in the later impersal
period. Even scholars of the twentieth century reported the continuous influences of old primers, suggesting
their historical preﬂalm:e.” One may instinctually ask a question: how did such primers become popular
and widely distributed? Now we have to look at the publishers and booksellers.

The printing agencies and publishers in later imperial China could be classified into three main
categories: govemment printing offices (including central and provincial), private printers (inchuding
presses of local academy and religious organizations), and commercial publishers.” Relatively speaking,
not too many details of the Song and Yuan publishing industry were preserved in sources available today.
Howewver, we have more information on such issues in the Ming and Qing periods. The Ming Dynasty was
described as an active and outstanding period in China’s publishing history. The emergence of a great
number of commercial publishers and bookstores had substantially stimulated the publishing and printing
enterprises. It was said that over ten thousand people joined the printing career in the Ming dynasty.”
Similarly, the Qing dynasty was said to have “witnessed the highest development of Chinese printing.™"
Fortunately, we have records of representative printers, publishers, and bookstores in both dynasties,”
making it possible to have a glimpse at the production and selling of primers in those days.

In fact, primers were largely published by commercial publishers that bore titles like shusiEER or
shufang® 1. According to the records done by Qfing and early Republican scholars, many of those sfgfang
were located in Beijing, Nanjing, Suzhow, and Yangzhou. Details of individual shufang, especially those

iy

" For example, Weng Yanzhen S#788 mentioned that traditsonal primers like (iowesd wen, Sanzijing, and Baijic xing were stll in use for
elemesttary schooling im some raml areas in the 10%s.  See his “Godai eriong duwn gaiguan HROETEE" Tuky gueme jitar
ST val. 10, no. | (March 1936}, p. [13.  As reported by Ge Chengxun B5E31, an exbibition of children's readings held ot
Shanghai in the late 40" s displayed several latc Qing and Republican editions of wraditicaal primers, too. Sec his * Qingji busta shiz: kchea
EERERTRE " Thonghua jiveys fie PEEETER. sew vol 2, no. 12 (December 1948), pp. 28-29.  Moreaver, the famous writer Ba
Jin 24 also recalled the popularity of an illestrated Lies zhuaw Fi#8 when he was a child. See his *“Guanyu Jia (shiban daixu).” i
Bar Jim guani P2 24 (Beijing: Renmin wenxue chobanshe, 1985), juan I pp. 449450, A famous bistorian Ba Showyi BHE# abo
eperienced personally traditional primer education in his childhood.  See his *Cong Sanzi jimg shuodao lishi jisoyu § {=FE) REE
#=3%" in his Bai Shou shixue luei (3 S2%% (Beijing: Beijing shifan davee chubanshe, 1994), vol 2, pp.1257-1289.

" 1t was mentioned that this was the pattern of the publishing mdusiry in the Song, Yuan, Ming and Qing Dynastics. See Song Yuanfang F0E
#r and Li Baijisn = 55, Fhonpeuo chubanshiFEEEF (Beiping: Zhongguo shuji chubanshe, 1991, pp.63-66. For a Similar discussion,
see Li Zhizhomg = T0E, Lidai kesha knoskhaBE(UHEFHR (Chengdic Basu shushe, |99, ppui3-63.

1% Yisn Dongfa B S, Thongzwo bianyi chuban shi PEIEESETE (Shenyang: Lisoning jraoyu chabanshe, 1996), p 299 See also K. T.
Wu, “Ming Printing and Pristers,” Harwand Journal of dsiatic Sidies, vol. 7, issue 3 (Febarary 1943}, pp. 203-260: Ellen Wedmer, “The
Huan du zhai of Hangzhou ad Suzhouw A Study in Seventeenth-century Pablishing,™ Marvard Jowmal of Asiatic Shdfes, vol. 56, issue |
{1996), pp. 77-122.

™ Shiow-jyu Lu Shaw, The Impesial Printing of Early Ch”ing China, 1644-1803 |San Francisco: Chinese Materials Center, 1983), pv.

2 The most well-known description of the: book mdustry in the Ming dynasty was Hu Yimglin SRS 551-1602), Shooshi shanfmg bicong
e | FEEE Shanghai: Zhonghua shuju, 1958), juan 4, j&a be, “jingji huitong.™ pp.55-53. For the Qiing dymasty. sce Li Wenzao %30
= (1730-1778), Linli chamg shusi EERREEEET and Miao Quansun’sEZTE (1844-1919), Linli chong shusi houyi RIS SRR
both itemns were collected in another important reference to the matter under discussion, Linlf chang xigozAETRERE 5, compiled by Sun
DiangiZEHi(Beijing: Beijing guji chubanshi, 1982). The latter also inchuded a thid and fourth supplement to Li Wenzaos wark, produced
by Sum Diangi and Lei Mengshai ZE 4 respectively.

located at Liuli changBERERE in Beijinz. were also available.™ It was mentioned that the government
printing offices as well as the private printers usually engaged themselves in the publishing of works on
classics, history, and collected works. As a result of the demand-supply mechanism, the shufang published
a lot of primers, copy books, medical guides, Buddhist texts, calendars, and other popular literary works.™
Quite a number of those shufang was well known for publishing primers, such as Lao’er youtang# —E &
and Baowen tangZ¥ 7%, which carried both printing and distributing works ™ Established in the early
Draoguang, period(1821-1850), Baowen tang had a very long history and it claimed that it had over 500
distribution outlets for their primers. The books it published ewen reached a few countries in the Southeast
Asia®” Saoye shanfangfE&3E([|F was set up even earlier in the late Ming. It published a large variety of
works, including primers like Q¥awjia shi and Longwen bianying e B with Tomgmenyg sizi jing 520
&2 appended)™ In the late Qing, Saoye shanfang began to run branches at Shanghai and Hankou,
expanding its business.” Examples of famous primers published by shufang included Tamgshi sanbai sou
buchufERE = F B MiiE, Tamgshi sanbai sou xukeEFSF = BT 5%, and Fhome gushi giongliniV 25508
-, published by Shancheng tangZ 45" Sanzi jing shujie beivao = ZEFRERE, Baijia xing kaolie S
FIEERS, and Qianzi wen shiyi T3 B E three items under the title Xushi sanzong [, =%, published
by Liguang geBgf™ Liweng duiywn Qianjia shits 5238 T %55, published by Hongdao tangEif
& Xinchu yundui Qianjia shigh b2 8 T35, Longwen bianyingBE e, Xinzeng yiurue gushi
giongling & £hER i SHPE R, and Tangshi sanbai sou zhushifE o5 = B B/ 1EFS, published by Wencheng tang
RS Yiwcwe gionglinghSEH#%, published by Juzhen tang®22#." etc. Besides, Li Quangming
zhuangZ=HHFE (Also named Fhuangyuan ge juejiifi TGRIEEEC) located at Manjing worth a special note.
According to some statistics, Li Guangming zhuang had published aliogether 167 works, in which 24 were

* Details of the book merchants, names of the shufimg, and indivadsal business hisbory could be found in Sun Diangi, op. o, po L00-157
Sec also summary in Wang Yeqiu &%, Lindi chang shifus Bi3ER 5725 Begjing: Sanlian shodian, 1963 ), pp.20-21, 30-33.

¥ Song Yuanfang and Li Baijian, cp. cir, p.154.
¥ Zun Deanqgi, ap. cit, p 52
5 ““Bagwen tang shudien fianjie,” in Sanzi jimg jfiawshe (Beijing: Bagwen tang shudian, 1988) np.

* It was poimied o that other tham this edition of Longwen bamying, Tongmeng sizi fing was not appended. See Wei Yinm |REE(E,
Ehonggeo guji yinsima shi GBS SEENFIS(Beiping. Yinshua pongye chobanshe, 1984), p 168,

' Wei Yinru, op. cic, p.167.

# Sun Diangi, op. cir., pp.160-162.
B Ibid, p. 165

= Mid, p. 63,

A fhid, p. 169,

T fhid, p 170,
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primers.”

We do not know much about the selling price of these primers. However, according to a recent
research, it was argued that during the Guangxu reign(1875-1908), the average price per primer published
by the Li Guangming zhuang was around 30 to 50 wen3Z, which was less than 3 fenit. When compare
with other works, the selling prices of these popular primers were very cheap,™ even if it was often stated
black on white that no discount was offered for primers published by the Li Guangming zhuang™
Moreover, it was also pointed out that book prices were continuously dropping throughout the Qing
dynasty.™

The marketing condition of primers was vividly revealed in Liu E'S2I55 (1857-1909) wravel notes,
Lao Can youjFE¥EFS7. The staff in charge of a shufang, Dongchang fu?E £ Ff, told Lao Can that primers
as Sanzi jing, Baijing xing, and Qianzi wen were widely used in local elementary schools, They sold more
than ten thousand copies of each of those primers every year.”’

This paper confines the scope of investigation to include primers written in verse only because they
are the most condensed and representative samples. Under the category of “primers in verse,” I nlﬁ:ldmc
include primers written in a rhyming manner, using identical number of characters in each sentence (i.e.,
viywiEss), or those presented in pairs of antithetical phrase (i.e., duionEHE). Although three-character
style primers were said to be easier to memorize than longer ones,™ modem studies recognize the
significance of primers in verse, whether they are three-character styled or not.” The employment of both
verse and antithesis were regarded as taking the advantages of Chinese characters. 1t was also believed that
children would be able to leam more efficiently when such devices were used."" Therefore, it was

 See Wei Yinru, ap. cir. p17L. In a list of traditions] primers compiled in the late Qing, 28 out of 35 entries were published by e Li

Guangming zhusng See “ Jtaoke shu yigian de tomgmeng duwy SEIELIENEESEY, in Zhang Jinglu BFFE, Thomggue findal
chevbar shiliao chubion EEEFHEHEAESEINREE (pu Shanghat Qunlian chubanshe, 19:54), pp 213-215.

™ Yuan ¥i %, “Qingdai shuji jisge kao FTETREME. Biani i you I, wo43(July 1995), p.73.

* Wei Yo, op. cif, p.i7L

* Yimn Yi, ap. o, p73.

7 LiuE, Lao Can Toegi (ansotated by Chen Nianghe HiZES; Beijing: Renmin wemvoe chubanshe, 1986), Ao 7, p. T4,

8 James T.C. Liu. "The Classical Chinese Primer: Its Theee-chamcter Siyle and Authorship,” Journal of the Awerican Oriental Sociely,
vol. 105, no2 {April-lene, 1985), p.191.

* See, fur example, Liu Yizheng#iasf( 1380-1961), Guoshi yaoy B 8 (Shanghai: Zhonghua shuju, 1948), pp.236-237; Yo Mingshan
#1835, “Thomgguo lishi shang de tongmeng duwy jianjic-HBIEEs: EETESRRMR " Lishi jioorusEEd 58, 1985, not {June E983),
p.26; Lei Qianyun, Zhomggeo erfong wenwe panin 82 E U EHA (Taibei: Taiwan xutsheng shuju, 1948), pp.368-378; Wang Ermin,
~Zhoussuo cheantong jisong zhi xue yu shiyun kouqueHENSEETFE SEEFBOIEL" in his Ming (ing shefi wenhug shengtar,
prL7-168.

¥ Thams Zhigong, Chwanrang yeawen fimoyy figocar ko, pp.76-77.

suggested that primers with long-lasting positions Wersw—e often those written in verse and/or antithesis."’

Furthermore, historical evidence can also be feh ound where scholars deliberately wrote primers in
verse so as to allow more circulation of their id-eas,i or they purposely used primers in verse to teach
children. For example, Xiang AnshiZ5 2 {if(?-1208) hag ad pointed out the fact that verses were often used to
teach children.” Wang Shouren F5F{~(1472-1528), ingg n a certain occasion, had instructed his juniors fo use
verse materials to teach children.” Lii Kun also sugge s sted training some old blind female beggars to recite
the songs from his book for women so that they “’U'-'ll-ds?nad them to women of the upper class.” Ruan
Yuan$Te(1764-1849) gave numerous examples (0 premy-gve that in erder to allow certain writings to last for
generations and easily remembered, verses and antithess~ giis must be used.”

In fact, the social standards wrapped inside the By primers actually reached many spheres of the society
in an invisible way. Besides those who actually r=s=ad the primers and whose value judgments were
indoctrinated, including children and youngsters from & different classes, some people leamed the contents of
such primers through other channels, such as incidenta—aly listening to others’ recitation or being instructed
verbally. Hence a form of the so-called “second-hand & aydio-literacy™ had developed.*® This was especially
true for primers written in verse, our present subject ma;__ter.

There existed a special category of primers Wri“ggten exclusively for girls in imperial China.'” These
primers are, however, intentionally excluded in this Rygoaper, except a few occasional comparisons. This is
because | wish to examine how the later imperial = gociety began indoctrinating both genders in early
childhood. There is, in fact, a bot of gender bias confeg-ained in the primers for girls, but that is a separate
issue and 1 would prefer to deal with it in another occas. <jon.

o T, Mermgrae ey oz fizhi mmﬁ-&iﬂﬂﬁiﬁﬁ:hm — Hubei jizoyu chebanshe, 1995, p 240,

2 Xiang Anshi Ximgsii jionmo S EER (included in Congsin fiee - fuong chubian; Beijing: Zhonghua shuju, 1985), fun 7, *“yong yumu®
pE3

* See Wang Shouren, “Xunmeng dayi shi jiacds Lin Bosong $en2.” Nogry Hang Hangwing quansn TEBHEZ S (. Taibei: Z1 hoag shaji,
1970, vk, joan 2, Chnaed e E 85 hong, ppT1-72.

* For a more detailed analysis of L Kun's writsmgs for women any, oy children, see Jomna F. Handlin, dction in Lave Ming Thowgh, The
Regrientation of L& Kuw and Other Scholor-gfficinls (Berkeled | o5 Angeles, and Londom: University of Califomia Press, 19831
pe. 143-160.

* Ruam Yuan, Kanjing tang iS22 58 Beijing: Zhoaghua shuje, 199 3}, sy, o 2, “*Wenyan shuoZC S22 pp.605-606.

% James T.C. Lim, op. cit, p.153.

¥ There is a preliminary list of prinsers for girls n Yamazaki Junicyge 5[ eSi— 8 et S - ooes— s Dl i i
joshi kyoika no haske to kicho (&) b (FEE) g —80 IHhEEOEE L HEOEE” i his Kyosk kara mits Ch I
Jose shi shiryo no kenkpu SR 25 502 P ERIERHEOWR @ Tokyo: Meiji shoin, 1986), pp24-44, See also Tienchi Martin-Liao,
~Traditional Hasdbooks of Womser's Education.” in Anea. Gerstiachies o r i feds. ), Wowwen and Literaiure in China (Bochem: Studi
Brockmeyer, 1985), pp.163-1389.
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In a sense the social values and moral standards set forth in primers are quite similar to those
contained in household instructions (jiaxunZ31).* In a recent work on Chinese family education (jiafice
% #), primers and household instructions were treated as two categories of traditional works on jiajiao™
But there seems to be a significant difference between the readership of the two types of sources. The
circulation of household instructions was more restricted to the scholar-official class while a frequently
used primer could "have imparted its value system to the greatest number of the population, permeating and
stabilizing the traditional Chinese society."™" Gender role indoctrination in early childhood can affect very
much the character development of individuals, and contribute significantly to the common character of the
entire nation. Perhaps this may offer another perspective on Chinese history.

BOYS AND GIRLS SHOULD BE TRAINED DIFFERENTLY

While some ancient scholars suggested that women should not acquire literacy at all,” such an
extreme view does not exist in many popular primers. For instance, in Taigong jigiioo A58, a
well-known primer during the Mid-Tang and Early Song period,™ it was famously stated that "raising a
bay but not educating him is the same as preparing a slave for other people; raising a girl without educating
her is less worthy than raising a pig.™ This famous saying was slightly revised and adopted in a popular
primer of the Qing Dynasty, Zenguang yanwenb8 BB 5T, and was then copied into the revised wersion of
the latter, Xummeng zemgguang goibend|| & BENE. The modified saying was "raising a boy without
educating him is worse than raising a donkey; raising a girl without educating her is worse than raising a

= i

PEE-

However, the emphasis on educating children of both sexes did not coincide with the assumption that
the content of education for boys and girls was identical. In fact, though bath genders were bound by some

“# S Charlodte Farthy "The Patrsarch's Lesacy: Household Instructions and the Transmission of Orthodox Values” in Lin Kweang-ching (ed. )L
Civthondoay in Lave Imperia! Chima {Berkeley: Univeristy of California Press, 1990, pp 187-211. Ses also Ma Yons B85, Dhonggmo faling
jiamw b B EEHNE S (Changsha: Hunan jiaoya chubanshe, 1967).

# Yam Aimin, op. o, pp131-133

# James T.C. Liu, op. cit. p.191.

“ See my asticle, "The Cualtivation of Female Talent: Views on Women's Education in China durmng the Early and High Qing Periods,®
Journal of the Economic and Social History of the Oriert, vol 33, n0.2, (1995), pp. 191-223.

= Wang Chongmin T 5, Dunkwang guit ouiu2 5 F5208 (Being: Thonghua shuge. 1979), pp 218-224; “Ba Tiigowg jiagjiaoBi (A
5 " in his Dunfmang pishe boowen i80S 8 S35 Beajing: Dhonghua shge, 1982), pp134-138; fhou FenowuEELH, Dumhnang
wiehen Thigowg figfioo perinSrE B DN Takei: Mmgwen shuju, 1985).

3 Goc the ammotated version of Tagang jiaiiae in ZThou Fengwu, gp. o, p.26.

2 Zemgguang yamwen, included = Xu Zi and Wang Xwemei feds ). Memgoue biamawS 2Bl hereafier WABL, Taiyuanc Shanxi penmin
chsbanshu, 1991}, p.45; Shuoguo shanrenSEE (110 Xommeng sengguang gaiben, also in MBI, p.64.

orthodox values, boys and girls were taught to behave quite differently. Biologically speaking, the sexual
differentiation among children was enormously emphasized in medical works.” Socially speaking, gender
differences were brought to the attention of kids at early ages. The distinction betwesn the two genders is
clearly evident in primers, to which children were most exposed during their childhood.

In Taigong jiajiac, there was a clear distinction between the method of raising boys (vangzi zhi ol
F# i) and the method of raising girls (yumal zhi fafR 207 iE). The author pointed out that it was the
responsibility of parents to teach their sons to avoid alcohol amnd indecent attractions, and be careful of their
words and deeds. On the other hand, parents should remind their daughters to behave decently and
subserviently, and after they were married not to shame their natal families with poor behavior.™ The latter
argument would immediately lead us to recall the message of the famous poem “Siganf7+" in Shijings=§E,
which stated that the parents would only expect theirs married daughters to behave properly, be able to
handle their household and kitchen works, and not to shame their own parents.”

The traditional division of labor was remarkably reflected in some primers. For instance, in Wuwarg
JjigjiooE, 5 #1, a primer of the same period as Taigong fiafiao, it was stated that boys should be equipped
with a variety of knowledge to prepare themselves for possible careers in the government. But girls should
be trained with needlework skills and should be seriously reminded not to vielatz the “seven conditions for
divorce™ (gichut=H), by which husbands may repudiate their wives.™ A similar saying was also found in
the Jigo'er jing# 5248, which declared that boys shoubd study history and learn widely, while girls should
practice embroidery diligently and not become lazy.” Perhaps it is not too difficult to associate the
similarities between these messages and those contained in Lan Dingyuan'sEEIITT (1680-1733) Neixueiy
28 in which he classified clearly the contents of education of the two genders.”

% Sae Charliotie Furth, **From Birth to Birth: The Growing body i Chinese Medicine,” in Anne Behnks Kimewy (eds ), Chinese Fiews of
Chitathood (Honolulue Univessity of Hawai”i Press, 1995), pI77.

¥ Zhou Fengwu, apocic, p.i5

7 Maoshi zhemgwESSTEEE(Contained in Fuan Yuan | comp. 1 , Skisow fimg shushu+=EEFE Beijing Thonghua shuju. 19800, juan L1,
- » “‘Sigﬂl‘“ p43;-

A Fhou Fengw, ap. cit, p.36. The “seven conditioes™ were: heing umfilial s the parents-in-faw, having no son, adultery, jealously, maligeant
diisease, talking too much, and stealing. For quick references see Dong JiazunEE 508, “Han-Tang shi gichu yanjiuFE RS LIRS Henahr
ik 2T SEEERL wol. 1, no. | (1933), pp.285-295; Klin-sin, "Divorce for Women in Anciest China.” Asia, vol 2 (1932, pp.34-34; Yang M
&4, "Cong gichu dao sanaui—youguan godai husyim he jingji zhidu de viie shiliso de molunf' £ B =8 —F R & RS
BT — B RIS " Dy oo FEEEEEE. vol 30, no.2 (Jamemry 1955), pp.8-20; Nakano Yoshiod S B EE, *Shitsushutsa no kefia
—Bwose shi 10 hoshiso shi no setten’ 5H DER—EHE L ESEERS," Sovwin hogetuEETESE, vol 4, no.] (1970), pp.T4-30; Tad
“en-hui, "Divorce i Traditional Chinese Law,” in David C. Buwdaum (ed.), Chimese Family Laow awd Social Change in Historical and
Comparative Perspective (Seatile and Loadon: University of Washington Press, 1978), pp.76-106; Jin MeiZE, "Coag ‘wuzi’ chwgi kan
Tangdai ‘gichu san bugy’ lies zhidu de shijinté ST HEEE CH=F 2 EMESIREITHEIE " Shiwe yuekan3E5 5T, 1993, no.2
(March 1993, pp.103-104.

A Ja'er jing, incloded in Er WeicanfS7ET4, er ol (eds ), Zhomggwo minyian_memgrue sowgehu B RHIFSEE (hereafter IGMUNTS,
Changsha: Sanbwan chubanshe, 1992, p.496,

% [ an Dingyusn, Niéxue (contained in his Luzhou quan @25, 1732 edition), “ixn,™ p.Ib.




Of course, in the past agricultural society, only a wery small percentage of men could become
scholar-officials, most were peasants. Therefore, the traditional emphasis on boy's education was not only
to study (dnZE) but also to farm (gemgEHh). Just as Liwyam zazizSEHET has stated, "To raise a son one
must teach him to read, otherwise farming must be introduced to him."*' A varied version (biehenB1H5) of
Qianzi wen contained the following saying:

The job of women is to contribute in weaving,

The occupation of men is to contribute in farm work.™

It was a common belief that in a family, if the men did no farm work and the women did no weaving, the
family would soon collapse and the possessions of the ancestors would not be maintained.” In a primer
published in the last decade of the Qing empire, men were still asked to do farm work and it was stated that
women should cook and deliver food to men working in the farm.” Under fewer circumstances, men were
encouraged to practice merchandising instead of farming.”

But anyway, men were always regarded as the backbone of individual families. In Jiachang yuZt B 28,
it was said that women should spin and weave diligently, but the role of men was to support and maintain
the family (/i menku T 5)." Moreover, in Yiuxue gionglin , the eldest son was labeled as the chief organ
(zhugi£2E) and a good son (JlingzifsF) was described as being capable of running the family and
continuing the ancestors' business.” [n a sense men were burdened with heavier duties. They were also
responsible for training their offspring, as it was pointed out in Sawzi jing that "to feed without teaching is
the father's fault."™

" [ iuyaw mazi, incheded in Viraeffe% md Jincai®F (eds.), Zhongguo gudni songmeng diwy doquan PEISESRETAE (heneafter
ZGGTMDRFIN, Heibei: Thomgguo gnangho disashi chubanshu, 1980}, p 28

2 Bicben gianzi wen, incheded in Zhou Ningzi SIEERS7-520) and HuYin&HH (L098-1156), er o, Ciawsi wem (Changsha: Yucka shushe,
1937), p 6L

9 eo'er jing, incheded in Z5MUMNTE, p 500
# Memgoose duben quanshu (1902}, cied from hang Fhigong, Chuantong yuwen jisoyu jaocai bhen, pp4-i
5 Xinyom bicmmeng gunzhy saiz, in Lai Xinxialcomp.), Zazi, p.014.

% Guam FangE7E, Jiackamg yu, included in Nu Zi and Wang Xuemei (eds.), Mengrue geshZESERFTF (hercaficr MUGS, Taiyuan: Shanxi
renmin chubanshe, 1991}, p .74

¥ Cheng DengjifE %% | Fioove gionglin, inchaded in MXBD), p.149.

“ ( Attributed) Wang Yinglin T.0E88(1223-1296), Sawci jing, inchaded in Lu LinEEH (comp.). Sanci jing jikan="E8ET] (Hefel Anhui
jimoyu chubanshe, 1994), p.4. Translation adapted from Herbert A. Giles (1845-1935; translated and assotated), San Tiu Ching: Elementary
Chinese [rpt. Taibei: Cheng Wen Publishing Company, 1972, p.11. Quite a sember of scholars agreed that the authorship of Savei fieg Was
mistakenly attributed to Wang Yingfin, he was not the tnue authoc See James T.C. Lin, ap.cit., pp.191-196; Lin Zijian [James T.C. Lin]$47
B2, "Bi Sanzi jing gengzmo & nan Scaz qimeng shu 1 (SF4E) EEMASELES | in his Liang Soogshi yanin i FiFETE

On the other hand, women were taught to live in the circle within the inner chambers and perform
household duties. “Thrice following™ [samcomg={2)™ and “four virtues™(sidel9{E)™ were frequently
mentioned in various primers and, of course, were two dominating themes of many primers exclusively

designed for girls.

According to Chinese philosophy, it was believed that men and women belonged to the heaven and
earth respectively. The former inherited the character of heaven (gian&z) and should act strongly and boldly,
while the latter inherited the character of earth (knnffifjand should possess feminine qualities.” It was also
pointed out that in order to maintain the social order, it was very important for the two genders to
mderstand their own positions and adhere to their roles. This was the concept in Yijing 542 (the Book of
Change) and was repeatedly cited or elaborated in some primers. For instance, the famous sentences “The
wife has her correct place in the inner (trigram), and the man has his correct place in the outer” were often
quoted.™ Moreover, the concept of viewing heaven as superior and earth as inferior, which was only part
of the entire picture in Yijirg,” also appeared in some primers.™

Apart from stabilizing the two genders in their own positions, traditional society also advocated the
segregation of men and women. Many rules regarding this were established in LifF2EC (the Book of Rites),

#E(Taibei: Lianjing chuban shive gongsi. 1987), pp.303-306; Murakami Yoshihide$f CE5 "Sayibye i suie =224+ 7,7 i
Daigaky GakuhoFIEH 298 |, wl.23, no.5 (March [972), pp.309-334; Yoshida TormZEEHE. “Chugolm no dome kyoikusho Samjitkeo
no shinyoteki knsssn P EOEFSEEE (SFE) 0oBFHER" Rivhe deigeln topashi refein3UERFREFFRE. no T(March
(5947, pp.1-21; Thang ZikefS T, “Sanzi jing chengshu nisdai xaokao { ZFE8) FBEMRE," Menshi ohiski , 1995, no.8 (Asgest
1995), pp.100-101; Ouyang Guang BUEEE, "Yetan Sanzi jimg de chemgshu niandai {2138 { =558 ) 6988 E 1, Henshi ohishi. 1996, no.2
(Febnury [996), pp. 122-124

@ (&R contained in Shisan jimg chusu), juae 30, “sangfa™ 11, p 1104 Liji zhengy iz EF{contained in the same volume), juan 26, *
jimotexing,™ p.1456; Da Dad Liji - BREE0 Sibu congkan edition), jwan 13, “benming™ 80, p.5b. In the past sancomg was ofien translated
as “three obedicnces,” but it is recently argued that ““thrice following’” is 8 more appeopriste term. For ditails ses Domothy Ko, Teackers
aof the Inner Chambers; Women awd Calture in Seventzenti-Cemtury Ching (Stanfoed, Califomia: Stanford University Press, 1994), pp.6-7.

™ Thowli ik S contained in Shisan jing shusul, juar T, p.68T; Lii shemgy, jvm 61, “huanyi”'44, p.1681; Ban Thao(h44-51,
d.114-120), Nijietrik, in Fam YeTEEE(308-445), How Hamohu: 38 Beijing: Zhonghua shaju, 1973), juan B4, “lienid zhuma' 74, p 2785,
For the dales of Ban Thao, see Nancy Lee Swann, Pan Chao: Foremos! Foman Scholer of China{Mew York: The Cenbary Co., 1932
pp48-50.

™ See, for example, Fincove giongfin, included m MYBIY, p. 155

T Sen for example, Chen Chun (1153-1217) Xiscoue oiili , inchoded in MXGS, p82. The citation originally appeared in the Tying, sce
Zhowyi shengWE B EE (contained in Skisow jing zhushy, 1980), jwan 4, “Faren " p30. Translation adopted from James Legge
(1815-1897; trams.), The Socred Baoks of Chiag, wol XV, The I Ching (rpt.: New York- Dover Publication Inc. 1963), p.242.

7 Gpa Richard W, Guisso, "Thunder over the Lake: The Five Classics and the Perception of Woman in Early China,” m Richard W. Gaisso
and Stanley Johasmesen (eds.), Wowen in China: Curremt Directions in Historicm! Scholarsine (New York: Philla Press, 1981}, pp.47-51; Ban
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where many minor details to avoid uwnnecessary contact between men and women were recorded.” :
Although it has been pointed out that these impractical, if not unreasonable, instructions were restricted to
the upper classes,”™ we should not ignore completely the social effect of such beliefs. Furthermore, a
number of primers adopted these values, too. For example, Chen Chun'sBEiEXiaorme shlisZ25558
transmitted many of the instrectioas in the Liji,” and Luo Zenan'sHEZ2 = 1808-1856) Xisoxne yurmn] &S
B85 also marked the significance of varying the life styles of bays and girls after they were seven swi,™ a
concept which originated from the Confucian classics.™

Since boys and girls were indoctrinated to behave differently, it is not difficult to understand that
children in the past in their carly childhood were well aware that the two genders were biologically and
socially different. Hence it would be ridiculous for either sex to possess the biological characteristics of the
opposite. It has long been a theme of Chinese superstition, if not cosmology, that bearing the biclogical
characteristics of the opposite sex was a signal of forthcoming disasters.” This concept was reinforced in
Fiuxwe gionglin which stated that if a woman grew a beard or if a man gave birth to a baby, it would be
something strange and incredible.”’

The varied social expectation towards men and women, in one way or another, did stimulate the
development of a "sense of superiority” among males and an “inferiority complex" among females.
Sometimes the "sense of superiority” among men grew so strong that they felt it was beneath their dignity
to be compared with or to contest with women. The famous proverb, "men should not contest with
women," which was incorporated into Furue gionglin, illustrates this concept very vividly."

= Accondimes to the cakulation done by Cai ShangsiZEf=EL there were sotally 16 regulations regarding this aspect. See his Zhongguo
chwantong siciang song piper P E S EEIEH S (Chengsha: Hunan rensin chubanshe, 1981), pp.39-62.

% plbert Rickard OfHara (1907-7) has poimed out that the rules stated in Confucian dassics may sot reflect the real practices of the comaon
people, see his The Position of Waman in Early China, According to she Lieh Nil Chuan “The Biographies of Clinese Women™ (second
edition, Hong Komg, 1955), pp.1-10. Chen Hongl#£] has also made use of 2 number of works to prove that, in contrast 1o the upper class,
social life among common people was guite liberal. See his Zhongguo gushi de nanni shefioo = BEEEFHI B (Taibei: Zhuanji
wenxue chubssshe, 1971).

T Chen Chan_ Yimoxwe shili, mcluded m MNGS, p 83
™ Lo Zenan, Nigoave pmpa, mcluded & WAGS, p.92.
3

™ Lt hemgyi (contamed in Shisan fing shushu), juan 28, “neize,” pI47L.

""!hepm-::imo:fhhﬁgms&mnfdimhaiﬁu&tyestﬂﬂislﬁhﬂxﬂmﬂgmﬂ;?mamdm&dmﬂw
article “*Handai zhi furen zaiyi oSt B EEE" Haovme poyim B 2HHE, vl 9, no 2 (Deczmber 1591, pp.79-103.

" Finowe qiowegling included in MYBD, p 160, From fime to time in the literary woeks of the late imperial period, men were transformed info
womsen and women were transformed into men. See the dEscussion in Charotie Furth, *Asdrogynous Male and Deficient Females: Biology
and Gender Boundaries in Sivieesth-and Seventeenth-Century China, ™ Late [mperial China, vol 9 na 2 (December 1988), pe.1-31.

2 Yiwnwe giongfin, inchided in MYBD, p 58.

Towards the end of imperial China, views on gender role scemed to be changing slowly. These
changes are reflected in the primers published in late Qing and early Republican. For example, it was
remarkably stated in Zhou Bingging's & & Fangmeng biandi B2 3 that both men and women should
be good citizens and serve the nation whole-heartedly.® It was also advocated in Liu Zenglu's2&5(1876
jinshi) Yan sanzi jingE =745 that women should bear in mind their national identity.* Of course, these
changing views had a lot to do with the changing environment since the turn of the century.

SETTING DIFFERENT LIFE GOALS
(A) The Myth of Masculinity

Training boys to become men, true men, was an essential part of children's education in traditional
China. The establishment and advocacy of "masculinity” (nan'er gigai55 5 %) in various primers was
quite an outstanding focus. One can easily come across terms like da zhangfi 33 and navzi han 1
{both refer to "true men") in primers. In extreme cases, gichi gaishi nan'er-t= R Z 1 5352, meaning peerless
men seven chi tall was used, exaggerating the physical image of men.”® Let us have a quick look at the
following quotations:

Real men must strive for strength *

Those who return to their home towns in silken robes after making a
sucoessful careers in the government are true men."’

Real men's wills are great and impassioned.™

To judge a man, first obserwve his courage.™

The occupation of men is to build up their statesmanship. Their knowledge
should be broad and their experience should be rich.”

* Kamgmeng Biamdy, included in MABDY, p. 136,

¥ Faw sawzd jing, incleded in TGS, p.%.

55 Komm, X xigo'er o[V 3E, included in MEGS, 42

= Wang FhuiT (1100 jimehi], Shemtong shi, mcluded i JYGE, p.146.
= v, p.147,

= Ibid, p_143.

¥ L Kun, Yir xieo'er yu, incloded in MXGE, p3&

™ Ihid p 37,
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A real man's will can bend or extend according to the changing

environment.”"

From the abowe few lines we can deduct a central theme: true men should be strong, bold, and leamed.
Such thinking was indoctrinated into the mind of little boys, so they grew and learned to live up to the

social expectation towards. men,

It has been argued in a recent study that the ideal Chinese men appeared in fiction and history should
possess the quality of both wen (the culbtural or civil) and wuiE, (the physical or martial). It was said that at
certain points in history the ideal man was expected to embody a balance of wen and wr, while at other
times only one or the other was expected.” This finding, to a great extent, coincides with the messages
conveyed by primers. Men were expected to be physically strong and intellectually educated. Therefore, the
masculine ideal is constructed both biologically and culturally, Mevertheless, the tendency to exaggerate the

physical statue of male remains as an outstanding theme carried in certain primers.

If we treat the sayings quoted above as positive encouragement, we also see no reason why such
encouragement could not transform into heavy pressure for men. In fact, it was not easy to be a Chinese
man. According to primers, there were some more items for boys to learn. For example, it was stated in Lag
ruefiu ywEEIEEE that shangfu should not beg favors from others.” Real men were not supposed to give
up their own dignity to beg. But it is interesting that another primer suggested that if one was going to beg
pardon from others, one should beg from a da zhangfu.™ But how was one to become a da zhangfi?
Besides the above mentioned qualities, it was also pointed out that he ought to be generous, responsible,
capable, and far-sighted. The following statements could serve as evidences:

Real men should be responsible for what they have done.™

Those whe can speak elogquently may not be real gentlemen;
those who are capable of handling all the matters are, however, true
men.”™

Those who do not talk after drinking wine are true gentlemen;

" Viwre qionglin, incheded in MABD, p 143,

% Kam Louic and Louise Edwards, “Chinese Masculinity: Thearizing Wen and W, East Asian History, no.§ {1994), pp.135-148. Sec also
Kam Louie, “Introducing wen-wac Towards a Definstion of Chingse Masculizsty.” im his Theorising Chimese Masculinity: Society nd

Gewder in Ching (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2002), pp. 1-21.
¥ Li NingZE45(1787-1864), Loo xusiiv yr, inchoded in MEGE, p.63.
M Fenggamg yovowen, included in MYED, p4S.
* Xwuweng zengguang gaiben, incheded in MXBD. p.75.

® Ihid, p 75

those who keep a proper budget are true men.”’
As real men, who are willing to be indebted to others in coming lives?™
As real men, who do not leave their homes to search for business?™

In some sense men in later imperial China were quite pitiful. They were often burdened with societal
expectations and they had to strive very hard to achieve their goals. They had to be the leaders, the
dominators. Traditional society also held the wiew that it was a shame for men to be under the control of
women. For example, in Fioowe qionglin, it was recorded that:

A true gentleman should not be content with the domination of women.

He must bestir himself in a masculine way.'™

Psychologically speaking, such values had indeed created very great pressure for men. More on the
husband-wife relationship will be dealt with in the following section.

In extreme cases, men may be pushed to be "poisonous” for it was stated that "without poison one
cannot be a true man.""™" Or they were required or forced to suppress their natural sentiments, they should
not easily shed tears. A famous proverb, though not quoted in the primers under discussion, can serve to
illustrate this point."™

There was a famous couplet contained in both the Shengli gimeng@F{EEEE and Jingruan yiwrue
duilei dubenfEE R B

The fine-looking eyebrows create a pair of crescent moons below the
ladies’ foreheads.
Rainbows of ten thousand zhang long are blown off from the chests of

Etl'ﬂ'.l'lgTI'IEJL."E.

¥ Famgguang pamven, included im MYBD, p.435.

" Wunmeng 2engguang gaiben, included in MXBD, p 55
" fd, p.72.

W8 e gionglin inchuded in WYBO, p 138,

"5 Wyunmeng rerzguang gaiben, included in MXBD, p 81

M The proverh wis said to emerge in the Yuan Dynasty, and appeared in a number of Ming works. See Li YongyanZEidck and Li YahongZ

EEAT feds.). Zhomghwa suye puaniin da cidioncP FEETEIERTES (Beijing: Thonggwa gongren chubanshe. 1992), p.358.

W Jimgran piamue duitie duben, incloded in MYBD, p.111; Che WanyuSEEE, Shenglu qimeng, inchaded in MYGS, p207.
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Somehow this is a vivid presentation of contrasting images of men and women in Chinese history.

(B} Chastity as a Central Theme of Womanhood

Women were expected to be less ambitious and aggressive in Chinese society. They were told that
women were different from men. They were aware of gender differences in their early childhood. Befora
they took wp the roles of wives and mothers, they knew pretty well that what mattered most for women
were the reputation for being virtuous and chaste. As compare with men, they had less lifelong goals to
pursue. Although virtwe (def) always had a higher position than talent {caizF) in Chinese culiure,
applicable to both genders, the insignificance of female talent was much more frequently highlighted "™
The content of the education women received usually included such matters as how to behave, to do
housework, to serve their parents-in-law, and to learn chaste deeds from books. Whether woman should
develop their literary talent or not was a debatable issue with views at both extreme. " On the contrary,
men, at least those from the elite class, could have more time o study classics, history, and various schools
of philosophy. Men were often urged to study hard, for the sake of themselves and their families. But for
women, talent, especially literary talent, was not a necessity and might be considered as a form of
decoration.'™ Besides repeatedly reminding women the importance of being good wives, which we shall
discuss later, chastity remains to be a central theme of womanhood in many primers with a
non-gender-specific readership. It was remarked in (Nanzi wen that:

Women should cherish chastity and purity.
Men should imitate the talented and virtuous,'"™

These two lines were also absorbed into Taigong jigjios,"™ and became popular. Obviously, men were
expected to have more dimensions and concerns in their lives, while the most important goal for women
was to preserve their chastity. Another saying from a primer of the Qing period was:

"™ See my artiche cited in no.51 and “Zhosgzun chuamiong caide guan ji Qmgdai qiangi nincing caide lunS B SR RIS AT
FEEEE" in my De car s quaw: Lun Zhongguo gudar meximg#-F i l—a& B & 1 2cf%Taibei- Maitian chuban gufen yosndan gongsi,
1998}, pp. 165-250. For discussions om female talent versus virme during the Ming and Qing pesiods, sec also Doeothy Ko, ““Pursuing
Talent and Virtue: Edecation and Gentry Women s Culture in Seventeenth and Eighteenth-Century Jisngnan,” Lare Imperial China, vol. 13,
no.1{Jme 1992}, pp.9-39; Sun Kangyi { Kangd Sun Chang | BEBFE (trans. Li Shixue 5559, ““Ming Qing shiyuan yu nizi caide guanfs

FERES T EE" Dhongea wenvve PR, vol 21, mo L1 April 1993), pp.52-B1-

5 e o 31, pp.201-214.

1% Zhang XichenSESBEE(18ES-T), Fum wemti shijiangif 2SI+, cited from Liang YizhcnclR 7. B, Oingdlai fami weverue shiffftHEIC

& 2 Shanghai: Zhonghwa shuju, 1927), p 250

9 Translation adopied froms Francis W. Paar (ed.), Chlien Tow Wew: The Thousand Chavacser Classic, 4 Chimese Primer (New York:

Fredezick Usgar Publishing Co., 1963}, pp.78-79.

¥4 T Fengwe, Dunhuasg xieben Taigoag jizjao yanyiu, p.24.

Men should respect the Confician ethical code.
Women should always bear chastity in mind."™

The famous saying that "a chaste woman should not marry twice, just as a loyal official would not serve
two emperors” appeared in a number of primers, with slight variations."" Of course, there were thousands
of stories of chaste women recorded in the voluminous primers for girls. Besides, elaboration on female
chastity normally formed major chapters in primers when the readers were gendered female. Hence, if
compared with primers for girls, indoctrination of female chastity was less frequent in general primers.

Although both men and women were expected to act virtuously, the areas which women could develop
seemed much narrower. If men took up officialdom, they were subordinate to the monarch, but still they
were respected as the dominating masters of their families. Men had to perform their roles both at home
and outside the home, but places for women were only restricted inside families.

DIFFERENT ROLES OF HUSBANDS AND WIVES

The husband-wife relationship was regarded as one of the five main relationships {(waluni{i), ie.,
emperor-official, father-son, brothers, husband-wife, and friends. Among the five kinds of relationships,
emperors, fathers, and husbands were regarded as the supervisors, if not dictators, of officials, sons, and
wives, respectively. This theory was conceptualized into the "three cardinal guides® {rangang =K.
According to this theory, husbands should mentor wives and the latter had to observe the instructions of the
former. If everyone was happy to stay in his or her own position, then the entire society would be in
harmony. Such a harmonious scene could be found in a varied version of the (Hanzi wen, where the father
was amiable (ci&£) and the son filial (xiae3£), the hushand was conscientious {limmg ) and the wife chaste
{:Frenﬁ}l.m

A very notable theme of many primers was to inform the readers at an early age that men acting as
hushands and women acting as wives were significantly different. They repeatedly used the term bie5l]
(different) to address this issue. Obvious examples are in Qimeng chusongZHEE#158 (also named Jingxue
qimengPEEEEEE), Xunmeng yayari|SERES, Mingwu menggivE e, and Guang samzi fingE =
#5.'? In the cultral context bie implied a natural division of labor as well as the proper separation of

" Wie Taijice =55 1 607-1650), Nimorue shishE22F, included in MYGS, p.159.

1% gee for example, Xigovme shili, inchoded in MAGS, p83; Luo Zenan, Kiaoove ywyu, included in the same book, p.95; Sheoguo shanren,

Xiunmang zemggramg gaiben, included im MYED, p.84.

1l Bichem gianzi wen, included in Qianzimen, p.S0.

U Chen Chum, Qimeng chusong (also samed Jimgrus gimeng), included in MXGS, p T3, Chen Chun, Xarmewmg papaw, included in his Bead

63



women from men in a moral sense.'” Whether bie indicated sexual inequality or not is a matter of
opinion.'"* However, Sometimes shunliE (obey) or congf (follow) were used instead of bie, thereby
placing more emphasis on the passive robe of women and the leading role of men. Examples of sk are
found in Sanzi jing, Jiezeng sanzi jing& M =4 and Zengding sanci jingt85] =FE;"" whereas
examples of cong can be found in Savzi jing and Fan sanzi jing.""® Shun and cong were similar in the sense
that both stressed the passiveness of women. Although Herbert A. Giles translated "fufu shunZZHE" of
Sanzi jing as "the harmony between husband and wife," James T.C. Liu has pointed out its inaccuracy and
re-translated the phrase as "husband is for wife to follow.""""

Perhaps we should also mote that the leading role of husbands was sometimes more explicithy
expressed in primers, especially when readers were gendered male. It was mentioned in Guarng sanzi jing
that husbends should control (yufEl) wives.""* Husbands conmtrolling wives were perceived as the last item
of the sangang. Husbands were labeled as heaven and wives were labeled as earth in Jigo'er jing.(119) 1%
famous proverb, "teach your daughter-in-law once she has married into your family, just as you teach your
children when they are still infants,” originally quoted in Yanshi jicamZ5 X %3l of the Northern
Dynasties,™ was copied into primers like Xiao'er yu bu] 52554 and Xammeng zengguang gaiben of the
Qing D}'rnsty.m

By virtue of the authority vested in males, husbands were expected to teach and guide their wives,
whose intelligence might not be equally respected in traditional society. A well-known saying was “teach
your son in the living room and teach your wife beside the pillow."™ Husbands were always assigned the

daguar LIS o3 Sty quaamsinr chenber si; Taibed: Taiwan shamgwu yin shu guan, 1972), suan 16, p.1la. Famg Fengchen TTiER,
Mingwu menggin, included in MYGS, p170; Fiao Xuanshi#¥FE5(ed ), revised by Wang Jinzhi T52" and Zhang XiezhiZEaF. Guomg
sanzi fiwg, imcluded in Sansv jing jikar, p 20

I3 Gee Wei-hung Lin. ““Chastity in Chinese Eyes: Nawn-mi je-pieh,” Chinese Swches, vol.9, no 2 (Devember 19%1), p.21.
1% Bee James T C. Liw, op. cir. p.195.

15 S jing, incleded in Sarci fing ikan, p.5; Zhow Bacchang R 1 844-1397), Sesemg sanzi jing, also in Sanzi jing jikan, p250; Zhang
BinglinSEiHE | B69-1936, ed ), revised by Liu Songfin2H08E, Fangding sanci jing, inchaded in Saezi jing fikan, pp-233-284.

L Somzi fing, mcluded Sovesi jing jikaw, p.5; Liv Zenglu, Fan sanzi jing, incleded in Sanzi jing jéoan, p 265
"7 Herbert A Gilies, opocit, p27; James T.C. Liu, gp.oit, p. 193,

"% Guang sanzi jing, inchaded in Sanzi jing jikan, p.219.

1 fao'er jing, inchaded in ZCMUMATS, p.50H.

19 Yor Phituils;> 553 1-after 501), anmotated by Wang Liqi THIE, Yarshi jicous jiiess 53V S8 Shanghai: Shanghai guji chubanshe,
19807, juam I, p.25.

11 Tingy BorenFoE# A, Xioo'er pu by, included im MXGS, p.55; Xuwmeng rengguang guiben, includod m MYBD, p.55.

22 Winmeng zengguang gaiben, included in MXBD, p 56

obligation to instruct their wives.'” In Yangmeng biandu, there are very detailed descriptions of how
hushands should supervise their wives, encourage them to perform virtuous deeds and tum them imto
capable persons to run the family physically and spiritually. Properly instructed wives were praised as
"helpful assistants from the inner chambers” (xian neizknFiF287) in Chinese society."!

In line with the belief that husbands and wives assumed different roles, it was also stressed that
couples should observe the sexual differences in daily practices. "Men wese different from women" (rmamnd
youbei B F]) was a constant focus of many primers. For example, restrictions like "bathe not together,"
"share no towels.” "talk no outside business with your wife," and "chat of no affairs of the inner chambers
with your husband,” "use not your husband's hangers to hang your clothes," originating from Confucian
classics, especially the Liji," were included in some primers."™

However, one should note that traditional Chinese ethics did not encourage antagonism between
couples. The society just wished to strengthen the leadership of husbands and enforce the passivity and
submissiveness of wives. Moreover, it was always stressed that the ideal relationship of couples should be
harmonious. Primers often remarked that husbands and wives should be on good terms, hence the eatire
family would enjoy a harmonious atmosphere.'™ As it was stated in Qianzi wen, "let superior live in
harmony, and inferiors in concord;” if the superiors are kind enough, then the inferiors will be peaceful.
(ianzi wen continued to note that "when the husband sings, the wife joins in chorus™ (fuchang fusuiZNSEE
B As a matter of fact, fuchang fisui has become through the centuries an ideal for couples to pursue.
This ideal, in one way or another, implied women's willingness to be led by men. Apart from re-endorsing
the concept through direct quotation,”™ a few primers elaborated on the interdependence of husbands and
wives. They asserted that husbands and wives were brought tegether by a happy fate, some supernatural
force (yimpuaniffii) and that even a one-day-husband-wife relationship was already a result of yimyuean of a
hundred previous lives. Hushands and wives could get on to the same boat because that was a result of
yimyuan of a hundred previous lives. They could sleep on the same pillow because thar was a result of
yiryuarn of a thousand previous lives, too."™" Husbands were expected to be friendly (heflI) and wives

13 Wie Taijie, Xigmme shi, included in MRS, p. 157

1% Fhou Bingging, Yangmeng biamdh, incloded in MYGS, pp.133-134,

135 For g gocd semmary of those rules and regulations in Confucian classics, see Cai Shangsi, ap. cit., pp-59-62.

5 ) o Zeman, Nigoxwe yump, included im MYGS, p95.

U7 e for example, Fiwme gismgling included in JYXBD, p 150

% (Jignzi wen, p.17. Translation adopted fram Chiien Tzu Wen: The Thousand Character Classic, A Chinese Primer. pp. 120-121.
12? For example, Livgan sazi, inchaded in ZGEDTMDWD, p 26,

M Femagnamg yawwen, incladed in MXBD, p.47; Kunweng semggrong gaibew, mcluded in the same book, p.66.



tender (ronE). '

One should not everlook the fact that husbands, thouwgh they had been assigned a superior role, were
often reminded not to abuse their power or neglecting their wives. Absent-minded people were mocked by

nli2

the ironic saying, "forgetting your wife when you moved to a new house.” ™ Men were also wamed not to
divorce wives who had shared their hardships.”™ Those men who allowed themselves to be jobless,
abandoned their wives and did not take care of their sons were negatively described as animals.”* Of
course, primers also pointed out the cruel fact that in times of adversity, even affectionate couples could

have no alternatives but to separate.'™

There were a number of reminders for men in traditional primers. As far as married life was concerned,
men were strongly reminded not to neglect their parents and brothers after their wedding. In the first
respect, men were asked not to pay more attention to their wives than o their parents, not to be instigated
by their wives and thus acted less filial than before.”™® If they loved their wives, they should treat their
parents equally well."”” The old saying of "filial piety will decline when wives step into men's lives" (xiao
shuaivn giziZE3E T2 F) was also cited.'™ In the past, both unfilial sons and daughters-in-law were
considered evils for their families.™

Ewver since their childhood, men were repeatedly informed that they should treasure their brothers over
their wives, The most famous saying was:

Brothers are like hands and legs.
Couples are like clothes.
If clothes become worn, one can sew and mend.

Y Guang sanzi fing, included in Sangi jmg jikan, p. 221

92 e giomgiie, mcluded in WXBD, p.170.

93 Ximmemg rengguang gavben, inceded in MINBD, p.74.
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1% Cuswbao give bianEIRREE | mcluded in ZGGOTHDWDG, p sl

17 Thou Xiteo &R, Congeling rengewangEIIEH. included in Zhang He3E{T and Mu Thitl=" {eds.). Zhongguo godar mengshy T
B S i herealier ZGDMELY [Wnas: Shandong youyi shushe, 1589), p 58

1% The saying was first scem in Dewg Shizi3GET T-(contaimed in Baizi Owanshu; Hangribour Fhejiang remenin chubanshe, 1984), * phuamci
bian,” p.3b and Xim 275 F{Xun KuangBFi%. c.198B.C < 238B.C.). See Wang Mianqiam T F38(1842-1917), Xun Zi jijic T 5288(Beijing:
Zhonghua shega, 1988), fam 17, *xinger bian,” p444. Mow cited in Zhou Xitaa, Congalimg zenggurrg. included in ZGGOMENT, p .53,

18 Nunmeng remgguang gaben, inchoded in MXBD, p.56.

[ the four limbs are broken, one cannot join them again.

This saying, which can be traced back to the Yuan Dynasty,"™ was cited in both Xunmeng zengguang
gaiben and the Yangmeng biandu."*" In Sizi jing?9=#Z, the concept was modified into the following:

It is easy to get a marital partner,
but it is very difficult to replace your hands and feet if you lose them.
[Hands and feet here refer to brothers.]'**

Obwiously this is a further elaboration of the old saying.

On another occasion, the close relationship among brothers was compared to wagtails (jiling§8),
small birds, while the relationship of husbands and wives were compared to /uan’®, a mythical bird like the
phoenix, and the femg., phoenix. Brothers were blood-related and hence closer.'” In Jigo'er jing, there
were a few sentences reminding men that brothers were hard to come by, so if brothers could work together
with one heart, their family properties would be well managed. However, if any one ceased to be faithful
after listening to his wife’s gossip, and even started to criticize his parents, then he could no longer share a
fraternal friendship with his brothers.'*

Apart from reminding men of the need of continued filial piety beyond marriage, Chinese primers had
yet another important message to convey. Young boys were told that only stupid or crazy men let wives
dominate them. The most representative sentence employed in a few primers is "Mad people are afraid of
wives, virfluous women respect their husbands."'® The famous proverb, "the lion of Hedong is roaring"
(Hedong shigoum]EEIHL), implying that some husbands were scared of their fierce wives, was also
employed and explained in a primer."*

Mow we come to the question of how to be a good wife? What was the perception of the Chinese

¥ s ecording #o Li Yoneyan and Li Yahong (eds. ). Zhonghua suyw puarliv da cidier, s saying, though not the exact wording. appeared in 2
piece of Yuas's Niterature work entitbed Deowg So (inEEEEZE, and it also appearcd in Shuanghomg 2R HES0 and Sangvo yamyi —BlisE .
bath of the Ming Dynasty. See pp 208-209.

Bl Kumweng cengguang garben, inchofed in WYRD, p.70; Thou Binggime, Fangweng biandy, ncluded in MYGE p.E3L.

12 Sii fimg, imcluded im MYGS, p.26.

' Virwe giongfin, incloeded in MABD, p 186,

B Jiap'er jimg, included in 20MUMKTS, P50,

Y5 Tigong jiajiee. i Zhou Fengwu, ap cit., p.26; Zengguang pawwen, inchided in MYED, p.45; Xunmeng zengguang gaiben. imcluded in the
same book, p.33.

“ Yiurue qiomglin, mcluded @ MYBD, p.151.
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society? Most primers regard being virtuous (xian®) as the ultimate quality of wives. Physical appearance
did not matter much, as it was announced that “the goodness of a wife lies not in her beauty."*"" Virtuous
wives would guide their husbands to the path of success while wicked wives would ruin their husbands.
If a woman is of good virtue, then her husband would have fewer disasters to face.”” Just as able
general-officials were thought of when the country was in a chaotic situation, virtwous wives were also
remembered when the family went into bankruptcy.™ In other words, virtuous wives were regarded as
precious assets of a family; a family with good wives would become wealthy sooner or later.™"!

WOMEN PERCEIVED AS DANGEROUS

Men in traditional Chinese society were constantly warned of the potential danger that women might
cause. The threat from women was mainly in two areas: their words and their beauty.

It was a well known saving that the long tongue of a woman was the source of chaos and disorder.
This theme, originated from Shijimg (the Book af Songs),'™ was perpetuated in primers like Fiuxse gionglin
and Lao xuwejiu yu,'” In other cases, men were directly instructed to free themselves from behaving
according to their wives' wishes. It was remarked that men who followed their wives' opinions without
reasons might harm themselves eventually.'™ The Sizi fing particularly condemned unfilial sons who
disobeyed their mothers in order to please their wives."™

Another essential warning found in primers was the potential danger of women's beauty. In Chanzi
wen, it was already pointed ouwt that:

Mao [Qiang]£#E and [Xi] Shif§HE were very beautiful ladies.

W1 Lo xuein jar, inchaded in MATGS, pak.

1% Fengguang yaneen, incheded in WYED), p.49; Nuwmeng zengguang gaibew, included in the same book, p.58; Congding sengguang.

mcluded in ZGGEDMELL pois.

4% Wie Taijie, Niaovwe shi, included m MYGE, p.15%; Zenggsang vanwen, included i LYBD. pd8; Yammeng sengguang gaiben, imcluded in

59 Nunmeng zengzeang gaiben, mcluded in WOXBD, p 59

5 i, 83,

19 Maocki shengyi (comtained in Shisan fing sfushw), fwan 18, "than'ang.” p.557.

15} Vi giongfi, imncluded in MXBD, p.160; Lao wacjis yu, incheded in METS, p.57.
13 Lao xwefin pw, included in MYGS, p 63

5 Sizi jimg, included in MYIGS, p 25

The one seemed to have achieved a work of art when she knit her brows;
the other was beautiful when she smiled."™*

According to the annotations of Wang Xiaoyin R and Sun Qianyiffi&E, the primary purpose of the
above sentences was to show that pretty women could easily make men feel perplexed, so men should keep
away from them in order to conduct themselves properiy in society.™

Some primers raised the issue in a more straight forward way, They either wamed the boys not o
indulge in women's charms,”™* or they made use of analogies, comparing women's charms to sharp
swords,"™ and comparing the bed-curtain enclosed area as a real hell.'™ Moreover, quite a number of
primers attempted to introduce the theory of retribution. Men who seduced women (who were either
daughters or wives of some other men) to have sexual activities with them were destined to face the
retribution in that one day their wives and daughters would be enticed by other men, t00."' Acts of
adultery were considered as crimes."™ To gossip about the deeds of women in others' families so as to ruin
their reputation was also regarded as a moral offense.™

The issues mentioned in the abowe paragraph also appeared in other genres for gender role
indoctrination in later imperial China, such as household instructions and nursery rhymes.”™ For instance,
the notion that men should awoid the influence of women's words and beauty was easily found in
well-known works like Xiaoyou tang jiaxun K 833, Zhifia geyaniGFAEE, and Siangshi jiacunis [
Zal.

In short, the Chinese historical effort to prevent women's influence (either by words and or charms)

1% Translation adopted from Chiien Tsu Wen: The Thowsand Character Classic, 4 Chinese Primer, pp 272-273.

7 Wang Xsaoyin and Sen Qs (annotated), =i wen shipd, inchaded in Thu Ningzi, Hu Yin, e ol | Q¥anzi wen, p43

158 | o Teman, Xiaomre yumw, included i MYGE, p.98.

1% Thom Nitao, Congding zengguang, incloded in ZGGIMELL p 37

1 ¥ unmeng zengguang gaben, inchaded in MYELD, p T3,

WL Yie Taijie, Ximonwe shi, included in MYGS, p.163; Zhu Bailuck fAEE(1627-1698), Zheci jicow T3 3, incloded in 2GG0MSLL p 7L

2 Lap xwejin yae, included in MYGE, p.69.

B [ Kun. Xu xiee’er yu, incheded in MYGE, p 33

¥ For some examples, sce my book Dhomggee gudai de yuerPETT ISR (Beigng: Shangwa yinshuguan youxian gongsi, 15597),

pp. 1 36-140,

15 A0l contained i Ko Zied ). Jaman—icn de dingmimg FEH—GEATTEE (Beijmg: Zhongyeng mineu chuhanshe, 1996), see p.133,

p.227, p.325, p326
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was clearly reflected in primary education. Women were often regarded as roots of disasters and charming
ladies very often were labeled as fenmme fetales™ Isn't it interesting that women were depicted as femme
fetales, dangerous and powerful in front of the male readers, but on the other hand women readers were
indoctrinated to be chaste and passive? [n the course of gender role indoctrination, the images of women
varied as necessary. They were taught to be pure, loyal, submissive, and tender. But very often men were
warned of the danger of women in many aspects.

EPILOGUE
A quotation from Samzi jing provides much food for thoughe:

Cai WenjiZZ 5 #(c. | 78-7) was able to judge from the sound of a psaltery.
Xie DaoyunZiE58(f.376) was able to compose verses.

They were anly girls, yet they were quick and clever.

You boys ought to rouse yourselves, '™

Annotations of Sanzi jing which appeared in later centuries concluded that the author's intention was to
make use of two eminent talented women to urge men to greater efforts. Some even suggested that the real
message of the author was that: men's achievements should not be infertor to women's.'™ It was
interpreted that these lines were designed to “direct and encourage boys in their course of study."'™
Revised versions of Sanzi jimg changed the stories cited but conveyed exactly the same message:

Empress-dowager Deng [Sui] 203%(81-121) has found a school in the
palace to teach children of the royal family.

Ban DaguBI # 2 (i.c. Cao Dagu® 5 % or Ban ZhaoHIAE, b44-51,
d.114-120) committed herself in preserving historical documents
and succeeded in completing the compilation of HanshiiEZE.

They are only women, yet they published their works.

You men ought not to be unambitious and incompetent.”™

W See my article cited in .80 s "Handai 'fisren yamse wangguo” bun zhi farhanEf% @A SECE R LR in my De coi s guan: L
Thomggwe gudai mixing, pp. 87-123.

IS Translation adopted from Herhest A Giles, San Tzu Ching: Elewentary Chinese, pp.137-139,
15 He Ningsi® L (annotated), Lang XuanshiSHETF(suppl.), Sanzi jimg ohgiie_ deivan, in Sanz jig jikan, p.141.
13 Wang Wiang T #5mactated), Sanci jimg xunge=TEEI1EE, in Sovi fing jikar, p.40.

™ Che Dingfen 35U revised), Sanzi jing, in Sanei jing jikan, p.162; Guang sanzi jing, in Sanzi jing jikan, p 210,

The eminent early Qing thinker Yan YuanZiC(16335-1704) revised the Sanzi jing into Sanzi shu=FH&
Though the work was no longer extant,'™ we know pretty well from Yan’s preface that he had deliberately
dropped the above mentioned literary women and replaced them with other examples of officials, because
he thought that they were more “useful” (youyong? FEL'™ In other words, he implied that using examples
of literary women to stimulate men was “useless” in a sense. What did he mean exactly? What was his real
motivation? [t's worth thinking.

Why was it necessary for boys to be aware of the achievement of girls? Because the social norms
pressed ome particular gender to outshine their counterparts as far as intellectual achievements were
concerned. The role of women was to be filial daughters, subservient wives and daughters-in-faw, and
self-sacrificing mothers. No place was reserved for them in social or intellectual spheres. Fortunate women
of the efite class might strive to survive in a small comer of the intellectual world,'™ but the majority had
to conform to social values. Because of the relatively wide circulation of primers and because of the
effective leaming method of primers in verse, the ideal norms contained in them should be closer to the
social practices. Even though, it was also pointed out that only the popular primers that were adopted by
most teachers could have substantial social impact. Others less popular and confined to the elite class were
not used among the common people.'™

Old primers were largely criticized for their backwardness during the early twentieth century. 1t was
frequently argued that primers served to strengthen the Confucian social order by indoctrinating the people
to be obedient and loyal and by training children to act like sensible adults, without understanding their
own psychological needs.'™ To meet the demand of a new era, new textbooks with different styles and
contents began to appear in the late Qing and early Republican period.'™ Obwiously, the gender role
definition was changing gradually, leading to a complete transformation in certain children’s readings

™ It was ot listed in catalogoes of Yan Yum's existing works, see Liu fianguoS132 B Zhongguo hexus shi shillao e ganao PEHTRR
S U E Changohene Filin renmin chebanshe, 1983), pp350-533.

! Yan Yuan, “Sanbu Soeci shuy ve BHE=FEE" in Near v ETHESE (contained in Tow Yuan (8TE, Beijing: Zhonghua shagja,
1987, fuwe L, pp400-401,

I For the most recent representative work in this ares, ses Dorothy Ko's wark cited in n.69.

™ See Lin Wenbaot#=0 B, Lidai gimeng jicocar chaonBE (TR S ¥HE (Taidong: Taidoag shiyuan yewen jisoyu xuex, 1993),
P 242-243

™ For example, see Zheag ThendunliSE81897-1958), “Zhongguo erong duwu de fenshiss B REWEHTT,” included in Wang
Quangen T 5 48(ed ), Zhongguo viendai erfong werme wemlum xun S BIE AR R 09 3E (Manning: Guangxi renmin chubanshu, 1989},
pp.360-378; Wa YaminS 8, “Qingmo yilai woguo xisows: jiaokeshu gaiguaniRLIFRE/ M BHTIEME" in Zhang Singu (ed.)
Ehowggin jimdei chubar shitioe bubim SRESF (AR ES(Being: Zhooghua shuju, 1957}, pp. 149-160.

1% Sae Wang Fanjun EIRE, Zhongguo jindai fiseke s fizzhae panyinch B57 38 E 2|7 Guangzhou: Guangdong jiaoyu chubanshe,
1996). For a quick reference to the list of textbooks published i late Qing and early Republican, see “Jiaokeshu zhi fzhan gakouang
1868-1918 HE B> BREF" in Zhang Jingluled.), Zhongguo jimdai chban shilias chebio, pp.219-253; “1919-1925 nian jiackeshu
chuban faxing yilan biso 1915-1925SEHEIBHERSHT —HE." appended in Zhang XisweaSRE 2 and My WemingfSi5iiods ),
Jirgeny minguo shigi chuban shi {TEF RS AR (Nanjmg: fiangsa renmin chubansie, 1993}, pp.448-433.
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published after 1949, which were labeled as “liberated Chinese primers” by Western critics.'”

Many contemporary studies on primary school textbooks have suggested that individual views on
gender can be very much affected by the messages he or she received from textbooks during childhood.'™
If the reading materials somehow contain gender bias, they may affect directly the readers' gender role
perception. Such theories also can be applied to our study of traditional primers. Perhaps we are not going
too far to suggest that the gender rele indoctrination in old primers was one of the historical roots of
modern sexual constraints that both genders are still facing.

I Gpe Florence Howe, “Liberated Chinese Primers,” Wowen: A Jowmal of Liberation (Fall 1970, pp33-34.

I There are numerous studies on gender role stereotypes, sex-differentiated bebaviour, and gender bias as seen in contemporary texthooks.
Cinly some Chinese-related works are given here: Ya-jung Wang, "An Analysis of Male and Female Roles in Chinese Children's Reading
Matzrials Published in Taiwan, China® (unpublished Ph.D. dssertation, Mew York University, 1980); You-Li Lifing [ Besty L. L. Yeu 1 ¥75F
B2 and Lu Hongji | Bernard Hung-kay Luk | BESE Yiangeomg chuchong Dhangshi ke ke heluike bebew lide xinghie fwese yanfin -
HIhchs B SRS RIS AR (Hong Koag: Institute of Social Studies, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, 1988k
Jiang LiliiTE ., "Comg ertong duwu kan lisngxing juese de fazkan R EMNERICHENZE" n Xinghei jwese yu sheh fazhar
xuerke yantag fur fwmrenyi (Tasbei: Taiwan daxue renfou yanjiu dhoegxin fum yanjis shi, 1989, pp 47-66: Betty L L. L. Yau and Bernard
Hung-kay Luk, ““Gender Roles as Defined in Carrent Social Studies Subjects Textbooks at the Junior Secondary Level i Hong Kong,” i
Women and Edwcation in Ching, Hong Kewg amd Tanean (RIS S8 S S B2 E &S (Bulfay Comparative Education
Center, Graduaie School of Education, Stabe University of Mew York, 1990), pp.63-T3; Fu-twa Hsg, "A Case Stody of Discriminaoey
Gender Sterotypang in Taiwan's Elementary School Textbooks” (unpublished Ed.D. dissertation, Columbia University Teachers College,
1992); Lim JiczhenSIFES, Nianggang mirorue keben i de inghie fueshe yanjinE 55| 2R AR RIS EFA (Hong Kong: HKIAPS,
The Chinese University of Hong Komg. 1993).
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